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The Act of Creation and the Spirit of a Place 

A Holistic-Phenomenological Approach to Architecture 

Nili Portugali 

In this book Portugali presents her particular interpretation of the 

holistic-phenomenological world view in theory and in practice, a 

view which is closely related to Buddhist philosophy. 

The purpose of architecture is first and foremost to create a human 

environment for human beings. The real challenge of current 

architectural practice is to make the best use of the potential 
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These prestigious awards celebrate the important contribution that 

architectural writing and publishing make to the dynamic activity of 

creating and transforming buildings and the landscape in which we live. 

Interest in architecture and the built environment and in the quality of design 

and construction, has continued to grow over recent years to the point where 

today it dominates the agenda of much environmental debate. 

The RIBA International Book Awards are designed to recognize the rising 

influence and standard of publishing that until recent times was largely 

neglected. The awards are presented annually as marks of distinction for new 

books judged to be of outstanding merit in given categories. 

                                                     



inherent in our modern technological age. Portugali argues that in 

order to change the feeling of the environment and to create places 

and buildings where we really feel at home, what is needed is not a 

new fashion but a transformation of the mechanistic worldview 

underlying much current thought. 

The explication of her holistic approach is followed by studies of 23 

different Portugali projects (all in Israel), combining architectural 

data with her explanation of the intangibles (spirituality, hope, 

essence) lying behind buildings as diverse as private housing, 

student dormitories, war memorials and libraries. There is no other 

book quite like this one, it really is singular and worthy of your 

close attention. 
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