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Greetings to the Israeli/Jewish community

The Embassy of Israel in Beijing is pleased to inform you that
the well-known Israeli Architect, Mrs. Nili Portugali

will visit Beijing in early January for the occasion of the Chinese launch
of her book

“The Act of Creation and the Spirit of a Place

- A Holistic-Phenomenological Approach to Architecture”

During her visit Mrs. Portugali will give two Public Lectures, as follows:

Beijing Jiaotong University School of Architecture, Beijing, China
BB A BRI
Wednesday 2nd of January 2008 at 2.00 pm
Tsinghua University School of Architecture, Beijing, China

BEXEFREFNFR
Thursday 3rd of January 2008 at 4.00 pm

All are welcome to attend!

Details Below



Nili Portugali, Architect A.A Dip. (London)

ARCHITECTURE IS MADE FOR PEOPLE
A Holistic-Phenomenological Approach to Architecture

Nili Portugali

The Act of Creation and
the Spirit of a Place

A Holistic-Phenomenological
Approach to Architecture

: Edi_ﬂon_ Axel Menges

In this lecture Architect Nili Portugali will present her particular interpretation of the holistic-
phenomenological worldview in theory and in practice, a worldview which stands in recent
years at the forefront of the scientific discourse and is tightly related to Buddhist philosophy,
in projects she designed and built in Israel for more than 30 years.

She will demonstrate how this approach, as well as her unique planning process stemming from it
were implemented in a selected public and private projects designed and built by her in relation to
the physical, cultural and social reality of the place they were planned and built on, an Israeli
reality which reflects a unique interface between the orient and the west, a cultural interface she
personally represents.

Nili Portugali is a lecturer at the Technion Israel Institute of Technology Architecture department,
Haifa (until 2006 at the Bezalel Academy of Art & Design, Architectural Department, Jerusalem),
and a practicing architect working in Israel for more than 30 years. Her work has focused on both
practice and theory, and is tightly connected to the holistic-phenomenological school of thought.
She is a graduate of the Architectural Association School of Architecture (A.A), London. She did
postgraduate studied in Architecture and Buddhism at the University of California in Berkeley, and
worked and participated in research with Prof. Christopher Alexander at the Center for
Environmental Structure in Berkeley. Her firm is involved in a variety of projects in unique areas of
historic or environmental sensitivity, in urban design, architecture, landscape design and interior
design, disciplines she regards as one continuous system. She has recently published her new book,
which was nominated for The RIBA International Book Award Architecture Prize — 2007.
The Act of Creation and the Spirit of a Place
A Holistic-Phenomenological Approach to Architecture /Edition Axel Menges, Stuttgart / London
2006




